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Hurricanes Irma and José: Veolia teams remain mobilized 
 

 

Veolia, which produces and distributes drinking water on Saint-Martin and 
produces drinking water on Saint-Barthélemy, remains mobilized in the 
wake of the hurricane in the French West Indies. 
 

Since the passage of hurricane Irma between Wednesday and Thursday this week, Veolia 
continues to mobilize its energies on restoring drinking water supplies on the two islands, 
despite the difficulties arising from the lack of electricity and the approach of hurricane José. 
 
To address the most urgent requirements Veolia is working with State services to organize 
the transfer by air of a Veolia mobile seawater desalination unit – which weighs over 24 metric 
tons – to Saint-Martin. This unit, which has capacity to produce 30 m3 per hour, will provide 
temporary relief for the local population until the installations are back in service.  
 
On Friday night, Veolia had already transferred several employees based in Guadeloupe to 
Saint-Martin to strengthen its local teams. Initially, they will assess damage to our 
installations, a crucial preliminary for bringing them back into service.  
 
Moreover, various Group units are assembling a group of experts, with the Fondation Veolia’s 
support, to bolster these teams as soon as possible. An emergency VeoliaForce mission will 
be dispatched at the beginning of the week to facilitate these interventions and provide skills 
and water storage and distribution equipment.  
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Veolia group is the global leader in optimized resource management. With over 163 000 employees worldwide, the Group 

designs and provides water, waste and energy management solutions that contribute to the sustainable development of 

communities and industries. Through its three complementary business activities, Veolia helps to develop access to 

resources, preserve available resources, and to replenish them. 

In 2016, the Veolia group supplied 100 million people with drinking water and 61 million people with wastewater service, 

produced 54 million megawatt hours of energy and converted 30 million metric tons of waste into new materials and energy. 

Veolia Environnement (listed on Paris Euronext: VIE) recorded consolidated revenue of €24.39 billion in 2016. 

www.veolia.com  
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