
VEOLIA AND ELABE
PRESENT THE FIRST GLOBAL OPINION SURVEY ON THE ECOLOGICAL

TRANSFORMATION

"Are we ready to accept the changes needed to address the environmental emergency?"

To answer this question, Veolia, the global leader in environmental services, and Elabe, French
research and consulting firm, have launched the first barometer of the ecological transformation. This
first-of-a-kind global opinion survey assesses the level of acceptability of ecological solutions and
analyzes the obstacles and levers for action to accelerate the transformation.

With a sample covering more than half of the world's population on all five continents, this barometer
reveals unprecedented results : although the reality of climate change is uncontested, the path to be
taken to mitigate it is still difficult to imagine according to the survey respondents. The majority of
respondents from 25 different countries said they were ready to go further under a number of
conditions.

***Find the full results of the survey under this link***

Main findings at the global level

● 67% of the world’s inhabitants are certain that the costs of the consequences of climate
change and pollution will be greater than the investments needed for the ecological
transformation.

● 60% of the world’s inhabitants are ready to accept most of the changes (economic, cultural,
social) that the massive deployment of ecological solutions would require. But with clear
conditions: no health risks, a fair distribution of the effort and the proven usefulness of the
solution.

● 56% of the world’s inhabitants believe that the solutions to mitigate pollution and climate
change are not sufficiently talked about.

Across many topics covered in the barometer, a clear consensus is emerging towards the green
solutions that were tested and a strong level of acceptance of the changes required to
implement them (whether for initiatives related to energy, resource protection or water).
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https://www.veolia.com/en/purpose/ecological-transformation/first-ecological-transformation-barometer#barometer


Key points on the social acceptability of ecological solutions worldwide

For Estelle Brachlianoff, CEO of Veolia

“This first-of-a-kind study highlights the obstacles and levers of social and economic acceptability of
the ecological solutions wide scale deployment. The results are clear: awareness of climate issues is
widely shared and people around the world are convinced that the cost of inaction will actually be
higher than the cost of action. They want to learn more about the existing solutions and are in favor of
their large-scale deployment, provided that they are fair and effective. These encouraging results give
us a great sense of responsibility and commitment from each of the parties: companies, public
authorities and citizens, to mobilize and accelerate the ecology of solutions. It is therefore no longer
possible to put off until tomorrow the decisions that must be taken today”.

For Bernard Sananès, President of research and consulting firm Elabe

« The first barometer of ecological transformation shows that the world's public opinion is convinced
that we are currently experiencing the end of a world, but not the end of the world. Far from giving up
in the face of the climate and ecological emergency, it urges people to take action and believe that we
have more to gain than to lose by making the ecological transformation. While solutions to reduce our
ecological impact are still little debated, this study helps us understand the conditions of their
acceptability in order to accelerate the ecological transformation. »

About the methodology
The survey was conducted in 25 countries in 5 continents with more than 25,000 individuals (about 1,000 per country).
Countries were chosen for their demographic weight, their impact in terms of GHG emissions and to ensure a diversity of
political and cultural ecological histories. Overall, these countries represent nearly 60% of the world's population and 68% of
global GHG emissions. A survey conducted online from August 24 to September 26, 2022. For each of the 25 countries, a
representative sample of residents aged 18 and over was selected. Frequency : Every 18 months (long period of evolution
of representations, opinions and behaviors).

About Elabe
Elabe is an independent French research and consulting firm founded in 2015 by Bernard SANANES. It carries out
numerous studies for companies, business and media actors, in France and abroad, particularly on social issues and public
debate. www.elabe.fr @elabe_fr

About Veolia
Veolia Group aims to become the benchmark company for ecological transformation. Present on five continents with nearly
220,000 employees, the Group designs and deploys useful, practical solutions for the management of water, waste and
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energy that are contributing to a radical turnaround of the current situation. Through its three complementary activities,
Veolia helps to develop access to resources, to preserve available resources and to renew them. In 2021, the Veolia group
provided 79 million inhabitants with drinking water and 61 million with sanitation, produced nearly 48 million megawatt hours
and recovered 48 million tonnes of waste. Veolia Environnement (Paris Euronext: VIE) achieved consolidated revenue of
28.508 billion euros in 2021. www.veolia.com

Contacts

Press Relations Veolia
Laurent Obadia - Evgeniya Mazalova
Mathilde Bouchoux
Tel.+ 33 1 85 57 86 25
presse.groupe@veolia.com

Investor Relations Veolia
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investor-relations@veolia.com
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