
 

 

Veolia Ecological Transformation Trophies 2026 

 

The Ecological Transformation Trophies" is an annual competition organized by Veolia 
Environnement, which rewards the best end-of-studies dissertations or projects presented by one or 
more students in their final year, relating to areas linked to Veolia's expertise: : Water, Energy, and 
Waste Recycling and Recovery. These rules define the conditions of participation and organization of 
the competition intended for students, whether they are interns or apprentices within the Veolia group, 
or have no contractual relationship with the group. 

Organizer: Veolia Environnement-VE, a public limited company with a capital of  3 708 617 185 
euros, headquartered at 21, rue La Boétie, 75008 Paris, registered with the Paris Trade and 
Companies Register under number 403 210 032 (hereinafter referred to as "Veolia"). 

ARTICLE 1 – ELIGIBLE WORK  

The works eligible for the competition are those carried out by one or more students (maximum of 
three) during their final year of a Bachelor's +4 or +5 degree program (Standard European Master's 
degree) for the 2025-2026 academic year, including in particular end-of-studies dissertations and final 
year projects (PFE). 

 

ARTICLE 2 – THEMES COVERED  

The topics addressed in the works must be related to and/or applied to: 

●​ One of the Veolia Group's areas of expertise: environmental services for industries and 
municipalities, innovative solutions for water management, sanitation and waste treatment, as 
well as in the energy sector. 

●​ One of the corporate functions: purchasing/procurement, insurance, sales/customer 
management, communication/public relations, finance/management/accounting, project 
management, IT, legal, quality, knowledge management, marketing, human resources, 
training, skills management, corporate social responsibility. 
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ARTICLE 3 – CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION  

The competition takes place in three successive stages described below.  

3.1 – Stage One: Registration  

Registrations are made exclusively via the dedicated platform:  

https://veolia.hypeinnovation.com 

The candidate or group of candidates (maximum three co-author students) completes an online 
application form. The Co-authors must strictly be students participating in the same project.  

The application form must notably include the following information:  

●​ Name(s), surname(s), and contact details of the candidate(s); 
●​ Degree pursued and name of the institution (specialization pursued); 
●​ Academic supervisor (university or school): name, surname, contact details; 
●​ Internship supervisor (company): name, surname, contact details; 
●​ Location of the internship; 
●​ Choice of category in which the candidate wishes to compete: Decarbonize, Depollute, 

Regenerate, and improve quality of life; 
●​ Chosen theme and motivation for the selected category. 

Registration period: from May 12, 2026 to July 31, 2026 at midnight inclusive. 

Registrations submitted after the closing date are deemed null and void. 

Only applications complying with these rules are retained for the next stage.  

The list of successful applications for the second stage will be communicated in early August 2026 
via the  dedicated platform.  

3.2 – Stage Two: Selection Committee  

In order to participate in this second stage, candidates must: 

●​ Produce a 4-minute video (maximum 240 seconds), in English, summarizing their work, 
which must be uploaded to the dedicated platform no later than August 31, 2026 at midnight. 

●​ Submit their work: Candidates whose works are drafted in English must submit an advanced 
version or, if possible, the final version of their works by September 14, 2026, at midnight on 
the dedicated platform. 

Candidates whose works are not drafted in English must accompany the submission of their 
final-year project  with an "executive summary" (a summary of about ten pages) in English, by 
September 14, 2026, at midnight on the dedicated platform. 
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The video allows the candidate(s) to introduce themselves, summarize their work, explain their 
results, and highlight their innovative nature. It will be particularly reviewed during the selection 
committee and will shed light on the produced work.  

The selection committee, composed of Veolia Group representatives (human resources, 
researchers, business experts), meets in October 2026 . It selects between 20 and 26 works.  

The list of works selected to participate in the third stage will be published on the dedicated 
platform in mid-October 2026.  

3.3 – Stage Three: Defenses 

Candidates shall defend their works before a jury (see Article 5) in November 2026 at Veolia's 
headquarters: 30 rue Madeleine Vionnet, 93300 Aubervilliers, France, or remotely, depending 
on geographical, logistical, or sanitary constraints. 

Candidates are granted 20 minutes to present their work. An exchange with the jury will then 
commence and shall not exceed 10 minutes. The Defenses are conducted in English. 

ARTICLE 4 – SELECTION AND EVALUATION CRITERIA  

The selection criteria have been established to combine the scientific and/or technical merits of the 
works with the candidates' commitment and communication skills: 

●​ The practicality and feasibility of the proposed solutions (costs, feasibility, industrialization, 
etc.); 

●​ The innovative character (novelty, originality of the vision and/or approach presented): 
innovative problem-solving, new tool, new implementation, process innovation, etc.; 

●​ The quality of the presentation before the jury and the ability to verbally communicate and 
clearly expose the conclusions within the allotted time; 

●​ The quality of the submitted documents (presentation video and end-of-studies dissertation); 
●​ The maturity of thought and logical reasoning; 
●​ The application to the professional world: relevance of the research object for a company with 

an environmental dimension; 
●​ The connection of the subject matter to environmental services or Veolia Environnement's 

professions. 

ARTICLE 5 – JURY COMPOSITION  

There is one jury per category:  

●​ Decarbonize Jury; 
●​ Depollute Jury; 
●​ Regenerate jury; 
●​ Improve the Quality of Life Jury; 
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Each jury for the Ecological Transformation Trophies is composed of Veolia group managers and 
experts: operational managers, R&D, human resources, sales-marketing, sustainable development, 
innovation, strategy, communication, etc.. 

ARTICLE 6 – CONFIDENTIALITY  

Any confidentiality issues must, beforehand, be brought to the attention of the relevant jury.  

Confidentiality limitations must not impede the understanding of the project nor reduce it to a mere 
statement.  

Veolia and the jury members undertake to respect the confidentiality of the documents 
provided to them. 

ARTICLE 7 – INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY  

Candidates declare that they are the originators of the submitted works and hold full 
intellectual property rights thereto. As such, they warrant and indemnify Veolia against any actions, 
complaints, or claims by third parties.  

Veolia claims no rights of any nature whatsoever over the works produced by the candidates. 

ARTICLE 8 – PRIZES AND REWARDS  

8.1 – Awarded Categories  

Each year, the following four Trophies are awarded: 

●​ The "Decarbonize" Trophy rewards the best work in a field related to sobriety and CO2 

emission reduction, including solutions to reduce the carbon footprint, adapt to climate change, 

and develop energy efficiency solutions. 

●​ The "Depollute" Trophy rewards the best work aimed at water, soil, and air depollution, as 

well as the management of hazardous waste and new forms of pollution, such as plastics and 

micropollutants. 

●​ The "Regenerate" Trophy rewards the best work aimed at resource regeneration through the 

water cycle, smart cities, circular economy, and household waste treatment. 

●​ The "Improve the Quality of Life" Trophy rewards the best work relating to health (indoor air 

quality, sanitary impact on wastewater, pharmaceutical residues in wastewater, etc.), urban 

agriculture (eco-districts, wastewater treatment by plants, and aquaculture), food (aquaculture, 

valorization of waste into animal proteins, etc.), as well as inclusion and solidarity (access to 

water services for all, social entrepreneurship incubator, third places, consumer relations, etc.). 
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8.2 – Prizes awarded to laureates  

Each jury meets to deliberate and designate the winning student or group of students in its category. 
The winner is rewarded as follows: 

●​ An endowment of 2,200 euros, paid to the winning student if alone or to the winning group of 
students between January 1, 2027, and December 31, 2027; 

●​ A visit to a flagship site of the group, organized following the award ceremony in December 
2026.  

In the case of a group of students, the prize of 2,200 euros is shared equally among the 

students of the group and paid between January 1, 2027, and December 31, 2027. The 

reward may not be claimed in any form other than that provided for in these rules. 

8.3 – Prize awarded to the educational institution  

The winner's school or university receives a sum of 3,000 euros in the form of an 

apprenticeship tax, remitted to the director of the institution or the director of the training 

department, as support for the development of the educational programs provided. 

ARTICLE 9 – PUBLICATION OF THE RESULTS  

The competition results and the identity of the winners are communicated on the dedicated website in 
December 2026. The exact dates of the various stages will be published in September 2026 on the 
website www.veolia.com. 

The competition results and the identity of the winners are communicated on the dedicated website in 
December 2026. The exact dates of the various stages will be published in September 2026 on the 
website www.veolia.com. 

ARTICLE 10 – OFFICIAL TROPHY AWARD CEREMONY  

The winners as well as the representatives of the awarded institutions will be invited to the official 
Ecological Transformation Trophies award ceremony, which will take place in December 2026 at 
Veolia's headquarters at 30 rue Madeleine Vionnet, 93300 Aubervilliers, France, or remotely, 
depending on geographical, logistical, or sanitary constraints. 

ARTICLE 11 – TRANSLATION OF THE RULES 

A French translation of the rules has been established; it is available for consultation on the website 
dedicated to the Ecological Transformation Trophies. 

ARTICLE 12 – PERSONAL DATA 12.1  

12.1– Data Collected:  
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To organize the Trophies, Veolia collects the surname, first name, postal and electronic address, 
degrees, and photograph of each candidate and/or group of candidates.  

Furthermore, Veolia collects the surname, first name, and professional postal and electronic 
addresses of the academic supervisor (university or school) and the internship supervisor (company). 
The candidate and/or group of candidates undertakes to communicate these rules to the academic 
supervisor and the internship supervisor and to bring this article to their attention. 

12.2 – Data processing:  

This data is subject to processing under the responsibility of Veolia, based on the candidates' consent 
expressed by their voluntary participation in the Trophies and their acceptance of these rules. The 
data is intended for Veolia and may be accessed by group employees in all countries where Veolia 
operates, which the candidates accept. The processing does not entail any other data transfer outside 
the European Union, unless express consent is given by the candidates concerned. However, data 
may be transmitted to third-party service providers for hosting, storage, communication, database 
management, or IT maintenance purposes. 

12.3 – Retention period:  

The data is retained for a period of five (5) years from the end of the competition, unless an early 
deletion request is made by the candidate, the academic supervisor, or the internship supervisor. 

12.4 –Rights of Data Subjects:  

Each candidate, academic supervisor, or internship supervisor has, within the limits provided by law, a 
right of access, rectification, portability, erasure, and restriction of processing concerning their 
personal data. They also have the right to send Veolia directives relating to the fate of their personal 
data after their death. To exercise these rights, any data subject may send a request by email primarily 
to trophees-transformation-ecologique.ve@veolia.com and secondarily to dpo.vesa@veolia.com.  

If, following this contact, the person believes that their rights are not being respected, they may send 
an email to dpo.vesa@veolia.com and lodge a complaint with the National Commission on Informatics 
and Liberty (CNIL) via its website www.cnil.fr. 

 

 

ARTICLE 13 – IMAGE RIGHTS  

Candidates authorize Veolia and its subsidiaries to use their photographs for the Trophies free of 
charge on all media (digital, audiovisual, paper) worldwide for five (5) years. This authorization can be 
revoked for new uses after one (1) year with just cause via registered mail to Veolia's HR Department- 
Caroline Geoffrois – 30, rue Madeleine Vionnet – 93300 Aubervilliers - France. 

ARTICLE 14 – LIABILITY OF VEOLIA  
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Veolia shall not incur any liability should it decide or be required to cancel this competition, shorten it, 
extend it, postpone it, or modify its terms or dates, particularly in cases of force majeure or exceptional 
circumstances. 

ARTICLE 15 – ACCEPTANCE OF THE RULES  

Participation in the competition implies full and complete acceptance of these rules. The candidate 
acknowledges having read them and undertakes to comply with them. 

ARTICLE 16 – COMPLAINTS  

Any complaint relating to the organization or conduct of the competition must be addressed in writing 
to Veolia within thirty (30) days following the announcement of the results, to the following address: 
trophees-transformation-ecologique.ve@veolia.com. 

ARTICLE 17 – SEVERABILITY  

If any stipulation is held invalid, the other stipulations retain their full force and scope. 

ARTICLE 18 – GOVERNING LAW AND JURISDICTION  

These rules are governed by French law. Any dispute or claim relating to the interpretation or 
execution of these rules shall fall within the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of Paris. 
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